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Gary P. ~ ias ,  mecutive H q h  Sheriff 2VJ IBenefitStmet, Pm&enre, %I 02903 

Re: WT 02-55, Public Safety on 800 MHz Band 

Dear hladame Secretary, 

In this age of increased attenuon on homeland security and the safety of our 
commumtles, it is quite alarmng to learn that my fellow law enforcement 
colleagues are struggling w t h  interference on their mobile radios. 

'l'he Rhode Island State Shenffs Department is responsible for all 1,200 square 
mles of the state - and it is a role that we take quite seriously. I know how 
difficult it is to keep towns and countles informed and coordinated; and 
therefore feel quahfied to tell you that interference impeding pubhc safety 
commumcatlons cannot be tolerated 

The pubhc safety communlty, including the Nauoiial Sheriffs Association, has 
come out in support of a comprehenslve soluuon to the problem called the 
Consensus Plan 'l 'hs advocacy is jusufied: the plan wl1 proactively ehmnate 
interference by separating pubhc safety frequencles from those of commerclal 
carriers and the plan wll  be carrled out at no cost to public safety agencies, 
government or taxpayers 

The FCC has bccn dehberating for far too long. We look to the C o m s s l o n  
to see through the inconsequenual compeuuve issues and focus rather on 
what's best for .Imenca's commumues. First responders need rehable 
commumcauons tools and the Consensus Plan provides that, while other 
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proposals accept interference as a fact of hfe. It doesn’t seem difficult to see 
what’s more important. 

Please act in thc interests of pubhc safety. Don’t let another day pass by when 
criocal commumcations are comprormsed. Implement the Consensus Plan. 
The muon d be more secure because of it. 

Best Regards, 

P 0 t ul 
Chief Gary Dlas 
Execuuve High Sheriff 
Rhode Island State Sheriff Department 

CC. 
Congressman James Langemn 
Congressman Patrick Kennedy 


